THO.   SHADWELL, 1679.

NOT are your Writings unequal to any Mans of this Age, (not
tofpeak of abundance of excellent Copies of Ferfes) you have in
the Mulberry-Gardenl Jhown the true Wit> Humour, and Satyr
of a Comedy ; and in Antony and Cleopatra,2 the true Spirit
of a Tragedy, the only one (except two of Johnfon's- and one of
Shakefpear'j) wherein Romans are made to fpeak and do like

Romans.5

A  I  True  Widow, / A ] Comedy^ \ Acted by the Duke's

Servants.] Written by \ Tho. Shadwett.\ Odi profanum
Vulgus & arceo./ London, / Printed for Benjamin
Tooke, at the Ship in St. Paul's Church-/ yard 1679.
4*> / The Epistle Dedicatory to Sir Charles Sedley> signd
*"Tho. Shadwellt London^ Feb. 16, 167^.'

(Workst 1720, ii. HO.)

1  The / Mulberry-Garden, / A / Comedy./   As it is Acted by / His
Majestie's Servants / at the / Theatre-Royal./ Written by the Honourable/
Sir Charles Sidley.J London, / Printed for H. Herringman, at the   Sign
of the Blew Anchor in the / Lower Walk of the New Exchange^ i668./
4to., 76 PaSes-
2  Antony / and / Cleopatra: / A Tragedy./   As it is Acted at the
Dukes / Theatre.l Written by the Honourable / Sir Charles Sedley,
Baronet./ Licensed Apr. 24, 1677. Roger L'Estrange./ London, / Printed
for Richard Tonson at his Shop under Grayes Inne-Gate next Grayes-Inne-
lane. MDCLXXVII. A Play after Shakspere : a very long way.
3 Nicholas Rowe, in the Prologue to his Ambitious Stepmother, 1701, notes
how little of classic antiquity Shakspere has dealt with :
Majestick Tragedy shou'd once agen
In purple pomp adorn the swelling Scene
Her search shou'd ransack all the Ancient's store,
The fortunes of their loves and arms explore,
Such as might grieve you, but shou'd please you more.
"What Shakespear durst not, this bold Age shou'd do,
And famous Greek and Latian Beauties show.